





FFICIAL 


ORGAN OF 


THE NATIVE 


BROTHERHOOD OF 


BRITISH 


Native Wace A. 


COLUMBIA, INC. 














OL. VIII. No. 3. 


VANCOUVER, B.C., MARCH, 1954 


a cal 


PRICE 10 CENTS 











Canon Abenakew of Fort 
Corne, Saskatchewan, was among 
» dignitaries who attended the 
tieth anniversary of the Wom- 
s Auxiliary of the Church of 
gland which was held at Vic- 
ia in March. On his return to 
yncouver, we had the honor to 
eet this great Native Canadian 
ristian gentleman. Canon Ahen- 
ew kindly gave us the following 
icle written by himself on the 
i beliefs of his people, the Crees. 


Like all races of men, the Cree 
dian, groping around in the dark, 
found a Diety who is above all 
iritual powers, is to him the one 
mighty Being who rules over all 
Earth and the heavens. 
his diety whom he knows as 
sersmeunito” is the one supreme, who, 
fore all powers above and on 
ICE is incomparable. 


he word “Munito” is a Cree 
YERord meaning “God” literally. 
wing to Longfellow’s influence, 
eword “Munito” has been trans- 
ed as meaning the “Great 
irit” by writers and others. 
he Cree Indians ,apart from the 
pching of Christianity, never 
fer to their diety as a “spirit” 
G hough perhaps they have a ne- 
lous idea of Him as being some 
of a spirit. The Cree word for 
pirit” is “Achack.” The word 
reat-Spirit” would then be 
ithe Achack,” which they never 
, although some do say “Kitche 
nito.” This, however, as can be 
erred from the above, means 
he Great God” and differenti- 
6 the one Supreme from all 
her dieties that may be. The pre- 
“Kitche” is very seldom used, 
P prefix “Kissa” being used to 
ike up the word “Kissa Munito.” 
This prefix “Kissa” is used be- 
se it closely explains the Cree 
lian's idea of God. When a bird 
ers over the nest of its young 
és; when she courts death in 
ver to draw away an intruder, 
en she spreads her wings and 
ters lovingly and protectively, 
P Indians when describing this 
“a-kissat,” ‘the verb form of 
P adjectival prefix “Kissa”. 
Thus the word “Kissa Munito,” 
pans he iis loving, kind etc. The 
td “Kissayinew” is used for “an 
l man.” One has to understand 
P postition of the old men of 
P tribe to be able to see the sig- 
Cance of this term. 
AS a rule, they were the reposi- 
les of moral and spiritual values. 
ey sought to foster love, kind- 
SS and peace amongst the mem- 
rs of the tribe. They were quite 
cessful in this work. They were 
ened to by the young who were 
ight to respect the man with the 
ty hairs. The old men were, as 
le, loving, kind, good-natured 
1 wise, 
Was quite fitting that naturally 
Y should be honored by the 



































INDIAN AGENT H. E. TAYLOR was guest of honor at a 
North Vancouver party in February, celebrating his retire- 
ment. He filled in on the tom toms and sang with the group. 
Helping out were Chief August Jack, Isaac Jacob, Daniel 
Baker, William Billy, Si Baker and Steve, Josie, Priscilla and 


Barb Charlie. 








prefixing before the word “Egi- 
new” (i.e., Indian man). 

From the prefix used before the 
word “Munito,” we can see at a 
glance the Cree Indian’s idea of 
this God. He visualizes Him as 
one who hovers protectingly over 
the members of the tribe who are 
his children, supplying their daily 
needs. He wants them to love each 
other and to treat one another as 
members of his family, etc. 

The Cree is monotheistic in the 


sense that there is only one God 
who rules over all and that He 
stands apart and infinitely above 
any other deities which may be. 
There are inferior Munitos, but 
they are not the Gods of the tribe 
ibut of individuals. They originate 
from the concept that every physi- 
cal phenomenon in the universe 
has within it a spirit which has 
supernatural powers, only in qual- 
ities inherent in those things. 


For instance, the Thunderbird has 


Old Religious Beliefs of the Crees 


power, the eiderdown has light- 
ness, the sun has light and heat, 
the North has coldness, etc. The 
spirits residing in these have, each 
of them, a quality or qualities, 
which it can give to some one In- 
dian, whom may chose “to be kind 
to” as their saying is. 


Sometimes the spirit comes to 
an Indian unsolicited. It comes to 
him through a dream. An Indian 
is sleeping. He dreams. Someonc 
in the shape of a human being ap- 
pears — It tells him that he looks 
upon him with “Kindness” and 
would bestow on him (or her) such 
supernatural powers as it may have 
to give. It give certain directions 
and teaches him a song of S.OS. 
In return the favored person 
would have to make a feast and 
dance in its honour, to which 
others would be invited and who 
would also receive whatever bene- 
fits would be vouchsafed; for at 
these functions not only is the 
spirit invoked but “Kissa Munito” 
is also prayed to for help and for 
other blessings. It would seem for 
this that these spirits were of an 
intermediary character. 

Of course, many people natur- 
ally desired to have “spirit help” 
to help them secure some promia- 
ence in the tribe — as these 
“spirits” came voluntarily to only 
a small percentage of the Indians 
it became necessary for those who 
so desired to seek contact with 
some power or others. 


Sometimes a father had ambi- 
tions for a son. He would like to 
have him attain to some standing 
in the tribe. He would teach him 
how to hunt, he would tell him 
stories of heroic deeds but he 
realized how much advantage 
“spirit help” would be if the boy 
were able to secure it somehow. 

There was a way which, often, 
was successful. The Crees called 
it Kee ko si mo win. There is 
really no English word which can 
interpret it satisfactorily but the 
following will give an idea as to 
its meaning. 

The ambitious father talks to 
his. son, a teen age boy. He tells 
him of his desire that he should 
make something of his life — he 
explains to him minutely as to the 
procedure he should take. The boy 
listens but answers not. The father 
having said all he had to say, feels 
he has done his part. The rest is 
now up ‘to the boy. 

A day comes when the boy is 
missing; Now one looks for him, 
for by now all have heard of the 
father’s talk to him. Three or four 
days have to lapse before any 
alarm as to his safety. 

What the boy has done, [ will 
now explain. The father will have 
known, before talking te his son, 
that the camp was within a reason- 
able distance from a high hill. It 
is to this hill that the boy goes. 
He ascends and all is wild around 
him. He takes off his clothes and 





(Continued on Page 8) 











The NATIVE VOICE 








News From Northern B.C. 


By CHIEF JIMMY ANTOINE 
Western Associate Editor 
SHELLEY, B.C.—12 miles east 
Prince George. — Newlyweds are 
Alexander Paul from Stoney Creek 
Band and Josephine Jones of Shel- 
ley, B.C. Mr. Alexander Paul is 
the youngest son and only son sur- 
viving of the late Johnny Paul and 
the late Mrs. Angel Paul who were 
both dead in 1934. And Josephine 
John the eldest daughter of Pat- 
rick John and Agnes John. The 
evening and most that night has 
been wonderful, which was at- 
tended by many friends, both In- 
dians and whites. It was a good 
mixture, jolly good time. Now Mr. 
and Mrs. Alexander Paul are re- 
maining with the bride’s parents, 
until they make up their minds 

where to make a home. 


The step father and mother of 
Jimmy Antoine and Antoine An- 
toine of Stoney Creek spent Christ- 
mas with Jimmy Antoine and New 
Year’s with Antoine Antoine. 

ok BS * 


Mrs. Aphine George also spent 
the Yuletide season with her bro- 
ther Joseph Antoine at Stoney 
Creek. ‘ 

ok * * 

Shelley band had a_ wonderful 
crop of vegetables last summer, 
which they enjoyed during the 
cold spell, where the mercury 
dropped down to 52 below. They 
are expecting to know where they 
can sell their vegetables. 


STONEY CREEK, B.C.—82 miles 
west of Prince George. — Largest 
bear was captured in snare over- 
night by Mike Ketlow near Ken- 
ney dam, during the construction 
of Kenney dam. Mike is now act- 
ing as councillor, elected on Jan- 
uary 6, 1954. The story of the cap- 
ture will be sent in next issue. 
Mike has been very active in rid- 
ing broncos and shorthorns, play- 
ed violin and guitar during his 
stampede days, and he was doing 
more on such sports as baseball 
and ice hockey. Mike is a guy for 
minding his own business but now 
the band elected him to mind their 
business, and. wish him success. 


Albert Williams is next newly 
elected Councillor who is learning 
his doings in a hard way, but 
straight forward, he is carrying his 
banjo which he learned to play by 
ear, and doing little carpenter and 
brick laying, by watching others’ 
doings, which is now much help 
to him. He has not been to school 
but is quite ambitious and makes 
an honest living. Lack of educa- 
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tion don’t matter as long as a guy 
is ambitious. Go ahead, Albert. 
Wish you luck and success—wind 
up your banjo and wake up the 
band. 

* * * 

The head Councillor elected 
is Chief Enock Alexeis. Alexeis 
once acted as a councillor and re- 
signed a couple of months after he 
was elected, and has been a very 
active member in guiding sports as 
sport committee secretary and 
treasurer. He ran a little store but 
gave it up. Alexeis was once con- 
fined to bed for seven years blind, 
but his eyesight came back to him; 
could be a miracle. It is a thank- 
less job, but plug your ears and 


sharpen your axe and blaze that - 


trail—you’ll get there. If you don’t 
get there, you'll get somewhere 
anyway. 

* uk * 

The new slate of officers was 
elected for the Busy Beaver Home- 
makers’ Club: Mrs. Maurice Thom- 
as, President; Mrs. Jasper Thomas, 
Vice-President; Mrs. Lazarre Pe- 
ters, Secretary; Conveners: Mrs. 
Felice Peters, Entertainment Com- 
mittee; Mrs. Rose Rapheal, Sick 
Visiting Committee; Mrs. Johnas 
Thomas, Community Improvement 


Committee. 
* 


A wool rug was made by Mrs. 
Monica Paul and she donated that 
to the Women’s Homemakers’ Club 
and it was put up for raffle and 
was won by Mrs. Myrtle Taylor, 
Vanderhoof, B.C. Much credit and 
congratulations from many aston- 
ished people, for a wonderful work 
and art done patiently by this little 
woman. She has now had a few 
orders from town. The Northern 
Editor and The Native Voice wish 
this trying littlé woman more suc- 


cess. 
* * & 


Mrs. Mary Peters is a wonderful 
artist in beading, moccasins, gaunt- 


lets, jackets. Mrs. Sophie Thomas 
made beaded dolls and brooches. 
Mrs. Agatha Thomas made all de- 
signs of birch bark baskets. Mrs. 
Celina Peters made raw wool trap- 
pers’ socks and mitts and breath- 
taking wool jackets made to order 
in color and size and weight. 
ck * * 

After the election of Chief and 
Councillors, Mr. Robert Howe, the 
Indian Agent, had the honor of 
presenting a Coronation medal to 
Jimmy Antoine for his outstanding 
service during his term as Chief 


of Stoney Creek Band in Stuart | 


Lake Agency. 
* * ae 

FORT ST. JAMES — 114 miles 
from Prince George Northwest.— 
Cigar Bird, 80 yéars young, and 
Mrs. Madeline Anatole, 52 years 
old were united in marriage in the 
R.C. new Church of Fort St. James. 

* * ck 

TAKLA LANDING — 268 miles 
northwest of Prince George.—Mrs. 
Christine John mother-in-law of 
Moise Johnny and Antoine Teegee, 
passed away last fall. 

Old Bear Lake George—age be- 
tween 90 and 100, last heard of him 
was very sick. 

News hard to get from those 
points and transportation by aero- 
plane and helicopter in winter, and 
in summer boat by way of Stuart 
Lake, Dachi River, Trembler Lake, 
Middle River and Takla Lake. 

* * * 

McLEOD — 90 miles North of 
Prince George.—Since the last two 
years the McLeod natives have had 
the. advantage of using better 
transportation from McLeod Lake 
to civilization. For a good many 
years, McLeod was an _ isolated 
country, which has made obtaining 
food supplies and transportation 
difficult. But since the government 
put through the Hart Highway, 
everything got to be quite passable. 
































CHIEF ANTOINE 


Anyone who wants to spend wee 
end at Prince. George catches 
Greyhound bus which took plag 
of snow shoes and toboggan. 

Harrison Cyalle has been to § 
John’s Hospital at Vanderhoof an 
for the first time in his life, see 
civilization. Hospital was heave 
beautiful nurses and helpers af 
angels and doctors are saints { 
him. Harrison does not say mud 
and hardly expresses how he feel 
but he showed some expression 
his action, how thankful he was 
be in such a beautiful place a 
with such sympathizing people. 

McLeod has two stores, 
Church and R.C. Day School. Mo 
young McLeod Natives are a 
ployed at sawmills near Print 
George and few are still trappin 
Trapping and hunting has been ti 
only livelihood but since fur pric 
hit the bottom, not much trappi 
is done. 





































Indian MLA 


Government 


CCFer Frank Calder, a native 
Indian, angrily told the Legislat- 
ure March 25 he had “no faith in 
the government in its dealing with 
Indians.” 

He was convinced, from reading 
the new Hospital Insurance Act 
that the government intended to 
exclude Indians from full hospital 
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Angrily Attacks 
on Hospital Tax 


benefits even though they pay the 
5 percent tax like anyone else. And 
he called the new plan, as it ap- 
plied to Indians, “a dirty low-down 
trick.” 

Later Health Minister Martin 
said the government is “very con- 
cerned” about the Indians and any 
changes in the hospital plan would 
not hurt them. 

Mr. Calder said the government’s 
lack of interest in Indians showed 
in the estimates. It was showing 
no co-operation in maintaining the 
health of 28,000 Indians who were 
citizens and voters. 

He pointed out that Ottawa for- 
merly paid BCHIS for hospitaliza- 
tion of Indians. Now if the govern- 
ment tried to get Ottawa to con- 
tinue it would mean “double pay- 
ment.” 

The sales tax was about the only 
tax paid on reservations, he said. 
They didn’t get a share of it like 
municipalities and it would now be 
used to provide hospital care that 
was provided anyhow. 


Mr. ‘Calder said he was “heated 
up” and added bitterly that “gov- 
ernments of the past have black- 
ened the history of this country in 
treatment of the Indians. 

“I don’t know “what more the 
people of this Canada want from 











the Indians. They have previousl 
stripped them of their heritage. 


Now, he said, a new tax 
being imposed on them to finant 
health for others. 

Mr. Martin insisted  Indial 
would get full protection under t 
act. That he was trying to find 
nurse, whom the _ governmel 
would subsidize, to go into t 
northern areas. 

The difficulty was in getting ! 
people. 

In addition, he said, the govell 
ment was trying to get the R 
(Cross to establish at Atlin a! 
Masset, in the Queen Charlotte | 
lands. 
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Nervously gripping his chair and 
» the verge of tears, tousle-haired 
ames Johnnie, told an all-Indian 
proner’s jury — believed to be 
e first in the history of B.C. — 
the circumstances which led to 
he death of his 14-year-old sister, 
erna. 


T GUN TOGETHER 


The small boy told Mr. A. E. 
freen, coroner, that the accident 
curred in his mother’s house, 
yhen I went upstairs and took 
e gun and put it together.” 

The coroner asked if the gun 
s apart? The boy said it was 
nd that he assembled it and was 
ying with it. 

‘Did you put a cartridge in it?” 
estioned the coroner. The boy 
poked puzzled and Mr. Green sub- 
tuted “cartridge” for “bullet” 
nd the boy said “No.” 

He was asked by the coroner if 
¢ knew if there was a bullet in the 
4 and the boy replied that he 
hid not. 

“What did you do after you put 
he gun together?” asked Mr. 
reen. James answered, “I cocked 
t and it went- off.” “Did you put 
or finger on the trigger?” “No,” 
he boy replied. 


ID NOT POINT THE GUN 

Little James then told how his 
ister was lying on the bed at the 
ime the gun went off and that he 
d not pointed the weapon at her. 
Phile telling this, his head was 
owed, his eyes staring at the floor 














indian Beadwork 
At U.S. Art Centre 


SHELBURNE FALLS, Mass. — 
varied collection of Indian bead- 
ork, the work of James Perkins 
ft North Street, an authority on 
Mian lore, is on display in the 
Centre window this week. 
Articles exhibited include two 
ll-beaded vests, representing 
lains and woodlands Indians, a 
vioue UY beaded vest, two belts, one 
itage ith the beadwork on leather and 
‘#* other on cloth, a Sioux type 
aX Waipe bag, porcupine quill breech 


finat@@loth flaps, a pair of woodland 
; ffs, a brow band, rosette and 
Indiaieggings, one pair of deerskin and 
der Whe other of flannel. 
find i Designs on the articles are typi- 
rnmei@al of Indian tribes and represent 
to Wibarts of tribal life and activities. 
| Highlighting the display are two 
ing “gt bonnets made by Perkins, each 
over ning 30 feathers afd with a 
s0veTl@@eaded brow band. Also shown is 


e R Tecent photograph of Perkins in 

Indian regalia, taken by Stan- 
ord Perry of Halligan Avenue. 
Beadwork in the window repre- 
fits many hours’ work over a 
Ng period of years by Perkins, 
hho began his study of Indian lore 

a child and through his study 
as gained a wealth of knowledge 
bout the native Indians, their cus- 
ms and costumes. 
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All-Indian Jury Hears Tragic 
Story of Accidental Shooting 


A cartridge which may have been in the chamber of a .22 calibre ritle for three years and 
he curiosity of a small boy were the combination which brought death into an Indian home 
Green Point, Cowichan Bay on a recent Saturday morning. 





and his voice reduced to a faint 
whisper. 

Const. M. G. Low, RCMP, pro- 
duced a .22. rifle in pieces, asking 
the boy if that was the weapon he 
had been playing with. James said 
it was. The police officer requested 
the boy to put it together. Within 
30 seconds the boy had assembled 
the weapon. : 

“Have you played with this be- 
fore?” questioned the police con- 
stable. “No,” was the reply. “How 
did you know how to put it to- 
gether?” “I saw my dad do that.” 
“Was that very long ago?” “Three 
years ago.” 


SAW SISTER DEAD 

An elder brother of James, 
Raphael Johnnie, said that he was 
lying on a couch in his mother’s 
house when “I thought I heard a 
shot.” He said that he heard 
James crying and found his sister 
lying dead on her bed. “There was 
a .22 rifle at the end of the stairs.” 

He was asked when the rifle was 
last used and replied about. ihree 
or four years ago and that it be- 
longed to the family. Mr. James 
said that the rifle was kept “up- 
stairs in a hole between the floor 
and the ceiling.” 

Mrs. Rose Johnnie, mother of 
the deceased, said that the first 
thing she heard “was the little 
boy howling. I started to run into 
the bedroom and I asked him what 
had happened, and I saw his sister 
lying on the bed.” 

ONE SPENT CARTRIDGE 

Asked by Coroner Green “who 
is the little boy?” witness replied 
“my son.” She was then asked if 
she knew where the rifle was 
kept? Mrs. Johnnie answered 
“Ves,” 

Const. Low, giving evidence said 
that at approximately 11 am., on 
Saturday he went to the Johnnie 
house at Green Point and “found. 
the Indian girl dead, lying on her 
right side on a bed.” 

Continuing, the witness said, “I 
spoke to James Johnnie and he 
described to me where he was sit- 
ting when the shot was fired. The 
gun was ‘at that tihe some 11 feet 
from the head of the deceased.” 

He said that he found one spent 
cartridge in the rifle and this was 
jammed in the barrel of the gun 
and was probably a faulty shell. 
‘Const. Low said that he had to use 
a knife to remove it. The cartridge 
case seemed to be a .22 long shell. 
POST-MORTEM EXAMINATION 

Dr. C. H. Beevor-Potts said that 
he was called to attend the the de- 
ceased at 10:15 am., on Saturday 
and arrived at’ the Johnnie home 
about 10:35 am. “There I found 
the Indian girl, Verna ,Johnnie 
lying in bed. There was a jagged 
wound over the left eye and she 
‘was dead.” 

The witness said that he carried 
out a postmortem examination and 
that the bullet wound in her head 
measured a quarter of an inch by 
one and a half inches in diameter. 


Vancouver 10, B.C. 
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“Death was due to a gunshot 
‘wound and laceration and haemor- 
rhage to the brain,” the doctor 
said. , 

The jury returned the verdict, 
after deliberating 15 minutes, that 
death was the result of a gunshot 
fired by her younger brother and 
that Verna Johnnie “came to her 
death accidentally.” 

Members of the jury were 
Messrs. Edward Elliott (fore- 
man); Mike Underwood, Charles 
Thorne, Joe Elliott, Henry Wil- 
liams and Abel Joe. 

—COWICHAN LEADER’ 





Indian Burial 


Ground Staked 


GERALDTON, Ont., March 17.— 
Indian burial and .battle grounds 
became the scene of a prospecting 
rush today as geologists began 
staking copper country around 
Killala Lake, 25 miles south of 
here. 

With most of the ground around 
the lake already taken, some pros- 
pectors were beginning to stake 
out the lake itself, hoping to find 
the free copper from which an- 
cient Indians beat out their arrow- 
heads. 

Killala was a common stopping- 
place for Indian tribesmen on the 
cross-country journey before the 
arrival of railways... From uncov- 
ered skeletons and muskets, it is 
assumed that when two tribes met 
there battles were fought. 

The best-preserved skeletons 
found near the beach are dated by 
historians by the muzzle-loading 
muskets found beside them, but 
arrowheads with which the shore 
abounds go back thfough the cop- 
per age to the flint era. 
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HONORED with two Coronation 
medals .in his lifetime is Chief 
Billy Assu of Cape Mudge -in- 
dian tribe. The 84-year-old chief 
has received medals from the 
Coronations of King George VI 
and Queen Elizabeth II. 


TB CONTROL 
CUTS DEATHS 


Stepped up program of tubercu- 
losis control among B.C. Indians 
has cut the annual death toll from 
203 to 19 in the past eight years. 

Dr. W. S. Barclay, Pacific Re- 
gional superintendent of Indian 
Health Services, said Wednesday 
“there is no lack of treatment to- 
day for TB among the Indian popu- 
lation.” 

There were 3600 diagnosed cases 
of TB among B.C.’s 29,500 Indian 
population. 








GOOD MORNING! 
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GOOD BREAKFAST! 
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GOOD BREAD?*! 











*McGavin’s means Good Bread! 
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THE NATIVE VOICE Obsolete and Wrong 


When an Archbishop of the Church of England in g 
with many years’ experience ‘in the Far North, and a high 
respected magistrate of Indian birth, who was a brigadier j 
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The Past Must Remain 
Matter For Pride 


A* A full-blooded Indian, I cannot refrain from responding 
to Mr. Thomas Tommaney’s article, “Looking Ahead for 
the Indian People” in the February issue of NATIVE VOICE. 

He says he is proud to identify himself with the 400,000 
Indians in the United States. Then, in another paragraph con- 
tinues with the words: “ I have walked into situations where 
for short periods I felt uncomfortable.” Rather than remain 
an Indian, he became an individual. 

A dictionary can well define the meaning of an individual. 
But, does it define the meaning of an Indian. Does Mr. Tom- 
maney even know the meaning of being an Indian the way our 
forefathers were? 

I was taught by my mother to see the goodness in God’s 
creations. This goodness, I should find in myself, as well as 
others, regardless of color, race or creed. I should know love 
and the simpleness of my own heart. She said that is not what 
she had learned from the white man but from her forefathers. 
They were his ways. Despite the treaties that the white men 
broke with my people, she stil] taught me the meaning of the 
heart. Being an Indian is not the color of your skin nor the 
features upon your face. It is in your heart. 

My great uncle, who was a well known chief, told me that 
you can wear the clothes of the white man, you can speak as 
the white man, but you are still an Indian in your heart. That 
is the way the Great One intended it to be. 

I have been a part of the white man’s society . all 
classes. I have been with the yellow, black and brown races. 
Yet, I have never felt uncomfortable for any period of time. 
I remained an Indian as well as an individual. 

I am thankful to the government of the United States for 
the education it has given to me. True, the,Indian needs edu- 
cation today if he is to compete with the white man in his 
ways. Without an education, an Indian is not accepted in 
society. He seldom attains high position in society. But what 
good is all the education and acceptance by white society, if 
he cannot look at life through the eyes of his forefathers? 

Because of my forefathers, I am able to see the beauty of 
a dawn and know the quiet of an evening. The beauty of the 
day is in my heart. It is not the heat, the rain or the snow. 
The beauty is there because I am alive to see it. I see it be- 
cause it is my forefather’s ways . . . the Indians. 

I have been asked by Indians and the white man: “Are 
you going to be an Indian all your life?”” My answer is: “I was 
born an Indian, I will die an Indian.” 

Yes, the government helps younger Indians. However, 
there are still many older Indians on reservations who need 

work, not charity and the sympathy of words. 

Mr. Thomas Tommaney is what my great uncle would 
call a “white Indian.” An Indian, who is Indian because of 
the color of his skin, his features and the blood that flows in 
his veins. It cannot be helped. He thinks as the white man 

. . an individual only. He has lost the meaning of being an 


Indian of the heart! 
CHA-LA-NUNG. 
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the last war, unite to recommend to a legislature committe 


that the Indians of Ontario be given the rights of ordina 


citizenship, it is plainly time for a complete examination , 


the historic policy of Canada toward the aboriginal races, 
That policy was originated in an era when the 20th-cen 

concept of the educability of all human beings without regs 

to their racial origin was unknown. It was assumed that 


any member of these races was ever to amount to any 
it could only be by the complete adoption of the manners ap 


mores of the white man. That such races had a valuable 


ture of their own was held ‘to be the preposterous theory 


a few sentimentalists. The neighboring republic indeed wa 
still under the spell of the dogma “No good Indian but 


dead one.” 


We have abandoned one by one all of these errors, but y 
have never thought out a new policy, a way of making 1 


of the best that the native races can contribute to the life ¢ 


Canada. 


There is much to be done besides merely granting fra 
chise and the right to acquire alcoholic beverages. But one. 


the great hypotheses of liberty is that which was stated x 
cently by Professor G. B. Watson of Columbia: ‘People treats 
as if they were able to decide wisely for themselves becom 


so ” 


—Financial Pos 





Kincolith Elections Hel 


KINCOLITH, Naas River, B.C.—Election held in Pioneer Hall, J 
4, 1954. Forty-two members present, with Mr. Ralph N. Clayton, Chai 


man. Officers elected are as follows: 
Honorary President, Mr. W. G. 


Barton; President, Mr. Chas S. 
Barton; Vice-President, Mr. Paul 
Clayton; General Manager, Mr. 


Howard Lincoln, Mr. Sam Doolan; 
Secretary Mr. R. Bennett Ciayton, 
Sr.; Recording Sec., Mr. William 
Angus; Treasurer, Mr. C. J. Bar- 
ton. 

Musical Directors, Mr. William 
Lincoln, Mr. Sid Alexander; Stage 
iManager, Mr. Percy Barton, Mr. 
Moses Stewart; Design Painter, 
Mr. Percy Barton; Hall Keepers, 
Mr. Chas Lincoln, manager, Mr. 
Paul Stewart, Mr. Herbert Clayton, 


Favors Printing 
All Native News 


The Native Voice: 
Dear Sirs: 

You have been so kind, keeping 
my name on the mailing list of 
The Native Voice, when actually 
my subscription ran out a while 
back. 

The enclosed three dollars ($3.00) 
is to correct that situation immed- 
iately. I have most sincerely ap- 
preciated receiving the ‘Voice,’ 
since it is such a unique paper, be- 
ing for and about Indians. Have 
been receiving it for some time 
now, and not only read it from 
cover to cover myself, but always 
pass it on to others who enjoy it 
also. 

In addition to feeling obligated 
to repaying you for your kindness 
in continuing to send me the 
‘Voice,’ this is also a vote of con- 
fidence in your continuing policy 
of printing all the news you re- 
ceive, regardless of its source, so 
long as it is about Indians. Get- 
ting the ‘Voice’ each month is like 
receiving a newsy letter from an 
old friend. 

A million thanks to you for your 
kindness, and keep up your very 
excellent work. God bless you. 

Sincerely and gratefully, 
ROBERT GABOR 











Mr. Albert Barton. 

Building Directors, Mr. Hubel 

Barton, Mr. Arthur Smythe, } 
Solomon Doolan, Mr. Percy Stal 
ley, Mr. Rueben (Morgan; Bene 
Inspectors, Mr. Sid Alexander, M 
Louis Stewart; Social Departmer 
(Mr. Clarence Barton, manager, M 
Freddie Lincoln, Mr. Herbed 
Watts, Mr. Harold Barton, M 
Percy Barton, Mr. James Smyth 
Mr. George Morgan, Mr. Jd 
West Doolan. 

‘Committee, Mr. Ralph Clayte 
Mr. Herbert S. Doolan, Mr. Ch 
E. Morrison, Mr. C. J. Barton, M 
Johna Haldane, Mr. Math 
Adams, Mr. Percy Stanley, 
William Barton, Mr. Moses Stewal 
(Mr. Albert Stewart; Messenget 
Mr. M. Barton, Mr. Peter Steve! 





Cassiar 


Packing 
Co. Ltd. 


744 West Hastings St. 
Vancouver, B.C. 


CANNERS 
OF SALMON 


Plant at 


CASPACO, 


Skeena 
River, B.C. 








R 
= 


(N 





if 


rch, 19 


Canad 
a high 


‘adier j 


dina 
ation ¢ 
races, 
cen 

t rege 


ible 

leory 1 
ed We 
1 but 


but w 
‘ing i 
4 life ( 


24 fray 
r one g 
ited 1% 
treata 
becom 
ul Pos 


St. 





March, 1954 


The NATIVE VOICE 


Page 5 





News from the Queen Charlotte Islands 


By PHYLLIS BEDARD 


Masset Cannery 

Queen Charlotte Canners is once 
more in full swing. Employed are 
about seventy-five women from 
Old Masset and New Masset. 
Shrimp season opened early part 
of February and closed first week 
March. Digging for razor clams 
started on March ist. Clams are 
dug on the beaches thirty miles 
from Masset. Crabs were accepted 
at the cannery starting March 8th, 
so if it’s not shrimps it’s clams, if 
not clams it’s scrabs. 

All the women enjoy very much 
working under the forelady, Mrs. 
§. L. Simpson. 

* * * 


New Counselors Elected 

Mr. William (Matthews was 
elected Chief Counselor for the 
years 1954 and 1955. Other coun- 
selors are Mrs. Hester Marks, Vic- 
tor Adams, Albert Edwards, Eli- 
jah Jones, Thomas Smith and 
Amos Williams. 
Sylvester Parnell and Stanley 
Adams were elected as_ village 
Constables. Congratulations and 
good luck to each and every one 
of the counselors and also to Sst. 
Parnell and Corporal Adams. 

ck 


Masset Sisterhood 

The Masset Sisterhood held their 
annual meeting in the residence of 
Mrs. Emily Swanson on February 
22, 1954. Mrs. Emily Swanson was 
re-elected President for the year 
1954. Mrs. Amy Abrahams elected 
vicepresident and Mrs. Emma Mat- 
thews 2nd vicepresident. 

Miss Muriel Collinson was re- 
elected secretary and Mrs. Phyllis 
Bedard was also re-elected record- 
ing secretary. Mrs. Amanda Edgars 
was elected treasurer. 

The Labour Committees are Mrs. 
Mamie Calder, Miss Madeline 
Jones, Mrs. Ida Smith, Mrs. Emma 
Matthews, Mrs. Rose Davidson and 
Mrs. Carrie Wier. 

The Social Committee are Mrs. 
Lena Edgars, Miss Madeline Jones, 
Mrs. Mamie Calder, Mrs. Betty 
Thompson, Mrs. May Parnell and 
Mrs. Rose Davidson. 

Mrs. Emily Swanson, Mrs. Mary 
Stanley and Mrs. Emma Matthews 
all gave very nice encouraging 
speeches. Mrs. Amanda Edgars 
also gave a very nice speech. Re- 
freshments were served by the so- 
cial committee and enjoyed by all. 
The meeting was closed by a 
prayer by Mrs. Mary Stanley. 

cg 


Brotherhood Officers 

Annual meeting of the Native 
Brotherhood, Masset Branch, held 
in Masset Community Hall, Febru- 
ary 11, 1954 the following officials 
were elected: 

President, Peter Hill; Vice- 
President, Thomas Smith; Secre- 
tary, Elijah Jones; Treasurer, John 
Williams; Delegates, Godfrey 
Kelly and Thomas Smith; Messen- 
gers, Paul Bell and Rufus Abra- 
= >} 

) 
EDDIE’S 
Magazines — Stationery 
Novelties 
GET YOUR HOME TOWN 
PAPER HERE 
Phone 352 P.O. Box 220 
Second Avenue West 
PRINCE RUPERT,.B.C. 
(Northern Distribution Centre 
for Native Voice) 














ed 


hams. 
St. John’s Church Choir 

. . . held their annual meeting 
in the residence of Mr. and Mrs. 
William Matthews on the eve of 
February 25, 1954, in order to elect 
new Officials. 


Mrs Emma Matthews was elected 
manager for the year 1954. Mrs. 
Hester Marks was re-elected sec- 
retary. Mrs. Emily Williams was 
reelected treasurer and Mrs. Flor- 
ence Davidson re-elected the robe 
mistress. Mrs. Emily’ Swanson was 
also elected robe mistress. Mrs. 
Hester Marks and Mrs. Marjorie 
Williams have been organists fo- 
many years now and “meeting 
passed that Mrs. Marks and Mrs. 
Williams be organists again for 
the year 1954. Claude Davidson and 
James Jones are messenger boys. 
And last but not least are the 
Choir Masters, Mr. Edward Jones 
and Mr. Reuben Samuels who have 
been carrying on their good work 
for many years now. We hope to 
have them for many more years 
to come yet. 

Refreshments were served by 
the social committee and enjoyed 


by everyone. 
* * ok 


Fretty Wedding 

Masset Anglican Church was the 
setting of a very pretty wedding 
recently when Susan Irene, daugh- 
ter of Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Edgars, 


was united in marriage to Archie 
Frederick Samuels, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Rhueben Samuels, on Janu- 
ary 22, 1954. 

The bride, who was given in mar- 
riage by her father, was dressed 
in a beautiful gown of pink satin, 
with a finger tip veil flowing from 
a halo head-dress. Her shoes were 
of white patent leather, while her 
elbow length gloves completed her 
trousseau. She carried a lovely 
bouquet of pink roses. Mrs. Mary 
Williams was matron of honour, 
wearing a lovely gown of mauve 
nylon net. 

The bridesmaids were Myrtle 
Davidson, Sheila Russ, Margaret 
Edgars, Frances Wier and Blanche 
Wilson, who were ali respectively 
dressed in beautiful gowns. 

Rueben Samuels performed the 
duties of best man to the bride- 
groom. The ushers were Rufus 
Abrahams, Carl Swanson, Percy 
Brown and Jack Edgars. 

Little Rose-Mary Bell, cousin of 
the bride and Audrey Jennifer, sis- 
ter of the bridegroom, were flower 
girls who were dressed in dainty 
little white dresses and carry- 
ing little bouquets of white flowers. 
Mr. Young performed the marriage 
ceremony. Mrs. Marjorie Williams 
was at the organ playing “Here 
Comes the Bride” as the bride 
slowly walked down the aisle 
with her father, Mr. Edgars. Fol- 
lowing the ceremony there was a 


banquet at the Community Hall, 
there were about one hundred 
guests, Mr. Elijah Jones being the 
toastmaster. There were three or 
four speakers;Rev. Mr. Young was 
first speaker. The Masset Concert 
Band played a few outstanding 
pieces. The beautiful five-tier wed- 
ding cake which was baked by 
Mrs. Emily Swanson was topped 
by a miniature bride and groom. 
Following the banquet was a big 
dance enjoyed by all, Mr. James 
Jones being floor manager. Won- 
derful music by Robin Brown, 
Claude Jones, and Tim Edgars. 
James Jones sang along with the 
orchestra once in a while, and we 
must say he is a very wonderful 
singer. Everyone had a wonderful 
time. 

Mr. -and Mrs. Archie F. Abra- 
hams were the recipients of many 
lovely and useful gifts, which were 
displayed at the home of the 
bride’s mother. 

Mr. and Mrs. Abrahams will re- 
side at Masset. 

*& * * 


Deaths at Masset 

Mrs. Lucy Russ passed away on 
January 15, 1954, at the age of 
seventy-five, survived by her son, 
William Russ and eight grand- 
children and eleven great grand- 
children. Mrs. Russ was a very 





(Continued on Page 6) 








Many Activities Revolve Around 
Bella Bella Indian Day School 


When school begins in the fall, 
the parents, with their families. 
start returning to Bella Bella after 
working in the canneries during 
the summer months. Since there 
are no particular occupations when 
these people are home, sports and 
organized activities play an import- 
ant part in their lives. 


A good football game is played 
here all year round. There are a 
number of teams from school mid- 
gets to fathers and grandfathers 
who gather on the school grounds 
to have a good workout. Later on 
in the fall, boys and girls from 
school and older ones organize bas- 
ketball teams. The games afe 
played in the large Community 
Hall and they last all winter. Our 
senior boys’ team is quite famous 
along the coast. - - 


HOCKEY WITHOUT RULES 


What about hockey? Well, we 
don’t even have a half decent 
chance to get straightened out on 
some rules, because it freezes only 
for a day or two and then rains. 
But when such an occasion does 
present itself,, we leave school in 
an organized group for half a day 
and hit for the first frozen sheet of 
ice. Everybody is there trying out 
the ice on their bellies, on their 
backs, and a large number on 
skates, and with puck and hockey 
sticks, too. 


In spring, which is not much dif- 
ferent than any other season here, 
most of the.younger people take a 
turn at some exciting games of 
baseball. It is usually organized 
by girls, but men always get roped 
into it. If men refuse to play, they 
are made to be babysitters, and 
women r-e-a-l-l-y go to it. 

The senior division stages four 


parties during the year. Some- 
times they are held in the school 
but usually in the community hall. 
The program consists of games, 
folk dancing, stunts and dancing. 
The highlights of the evening are 
learning and doing the square 
dances. Refreshments are also 
served. The whole program ’ is 
planned and carried on by the 
students with some advice and 
supervision from the _ teachers. 
The whole community .is invited 
and all enjoy it. 


——— 


KIDDIES HAVE TIME 

On December 16, 1953, the school 
put on a Chirstmas Concert in the 
community hall. The variety pro- 
gram consisted of twenty items 
which lasted for two and a half 
hours. During the concert the very 
common sayings of the children 
—“I am scared” and “I am shy’— 
were forgotten and all put on a 
good performance. . 

To top the program we hooked 
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By NEWELL E. COLLINS 





Tecumseh and the War of 1812 


Governor Hull, greatly concern- 
ed for the safety of the Michigan 
settlers, visited Washington in 
February 1812. In his conferences 
at the capital he urged upon the 
President and his cabinet the ad- 
visability of maintaining a fleet of 
sufficient strength to insure control 
of the upper lakes and to guaran- 
tee the safe transportation of 


Heritage Beautiful; 
Is Not Shameful 


March 10, 1954 
The Native Voice, 
325 Standard Bldg., 
Vancouver 2, B.C. 

Dear Sir—I am submitting an 
article in response to Mr. Tom- 
maney’s views regarding the In- 
dian. 

I cannot share his sentiments. 
To me, the heritage given us by 
our forefathers is beautiful. It 
should not be trampled upon nor 
looked back upon with shame. 
True, there were wars, but my 
great uncle told me that their war 
against the white man was not be- 
cause of the color of his skin but 
the greed he had in his heart. 

This article I have written may 
serve as a reminder to the Indian 
of today that the past must re- 
main a part of him. Education 
alone, is not sufficient. 

Hoping it will meet with your 
approval, I remain, 

Respectfully yours, 
THURMAN JOHNSON 
“Cha-la-nung” 

(See Page 4) 
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troops and supplies at all times. 
This plea was first made in April 
1809, and had been repeated in 
June 1811, and now in March, 1812. 


Situated directly across the river 
from British territory, Detroit was 
almost two hundred miles from its 
base of supplies. It was virtually 
eighteen miles within the British 
lines and with no_ satisfactory 
means of communicating with 
Forts Mackinac and Dearborn 
(Chicago) except by water. Con- 
tact with the outside world must 
be maintained, yet under existing 
conditions, this was an exceedingly 
difficult thing to do. There were 
no roads worthy of the name. The 
most satisfactory means of travel 
was by boat—and even this- means 
was not available during the win- 
ter months. The British at Fort 
Malden, a few miles below Detroit 


Charlottes 


(Continued from Page 5) 











faithful member of the Sisterhood 
and also the Women’s Auxiliary. 

Our prayers and sympathies go 
out to relatives of our dear sister, 
Mrs. Russ. 





We wish to express our deepest 
sympathies and prayers to Mr. and 
Mrs. Johnathan Bell in the loss of 
their beloved daughter, Donice 
Anne, who passed away February 
16, 1954 Donice Anne was born 
June 22, 1953. Mr. and Mrs. Bell 
have another daughter, Christine, 
and a son, Calvin. 





Michael Edward son of Mr. and 
Mrs. William Russ, Jr., passed 
away on February 21, 1954. We wish 
to express our deepest sympathy 
at their great loss. 

A baby boy was born to Mrs 
Kuss a few hours after year-old 
Michael Edward had passed away. 
Mother and baby are doing fine. 

ok * a 


Baby Boy Born 

A healthy little baby boy was 
born to Mr. and Mrs. Samuel Par- 
nell on March 7, 1954. This baby 
boy, their first child, was korn 
right on the father’s, Sammy’s 
birthday so father and son will be 
celebrating their birthdays on the 
sume day. Congratulations to Mr. 
and Mrs. Parnell. 
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ot the mouth of the river, had a 
decided advantage as far as loca- 
tion was concerned. Not only did 
they control the lake transporta- 
tion, but they were in closer com- 
munication with the East by land, 
via Niagara. In addition to this, 
the Canadian peninsula was more 
productive and could be depend- 
ed upon, to some extent, for a 
supply of food in an emergency. 
The overland route to Detroit 
from the East lay along the south ' 
shore of Lake Erie and the west 
bank of the Detroit River: a lonely 
road, with a hostile shore, a Brit- 
ish fleet and fort on one side and 
a forest filled with Indian enemies 
on the other. The larger streams 
such as the Huron and the Raisin 
had not yet been abridged. It re- 
quired little effort on the part of 
the Indian scouts to keep this road 
under constant surveillance, and 
through this medium the British 
at Fort Malden were always well 
informed of all that transpired 
along the route. It was possible 
for them to cut off all intercourse 
with the Detroit settlement at will. 
The armed brig “ADAMS,” small 
but staynch, was the only vessel 
Hull had at his disposal to protect 
the seventeen -hundred miles of 
coast line of the upper lakes. Be- 
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Here is the truth about the new Hospital Insurance 


The new policy will mean that people in the low and 
medium income brackets will get full coverage without 
worrying about premium payments. 


ation, but replaces the high premiums which will be 
abolished. Financial experts estimate that a family of 
four earning $260.00 per month will actually pay less 
than $15.00 per year under the increased sales tax, a 
distinct saving of over $24.00 per year. 


THIS MEANS THAT THE GREAT MAJORITY 
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cause of the expense and delay in- 
volved in building a fleet, he was 
unable to convince the adminis- 
tration of the desirability of such 
a plan. 

(Continued Next Issue) 
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Let me give you a picture of this 
great meeting. The meeting place, 
to begin with, was in the center of 
the village. This was for protec- 
tion, as well as convenience, be- 
cause being in the center made it 
impossible for an enemy to pene- 
trate that far without being seen, 
also it was as the hub of a wheel, 
all roads or spokes led to it. 


To the right of Black Hawk, sat 
the clan chiefs in their very best 
costumes. To the left of him sat 
the members of his family. In the 
very center of the great circle, 
stood the council fire, surrounded 
by all the able bodied men of our 
tribe. Then around the outskirts 
of the circle as far as the firelight 
threw its glow, stood the women 
and the old men. 


Here and there could be seen 
the children as they darted in and 
out of the shadows cast by the 
great fire. Their laughter and 
shouting could be heard even 
above the sounds made by the 
throbbing drums. The dogs ran 
here and there snapping and bark- 
ing at everyone in sight. The whole 
scene waS one of excitement and 
anticipation for the things that 
would be heard this night. 

It was whispered about the camp 
that the hunters who had just re- 
turned from the rising sun land 
had brought back news that a great 
movement was under way to drive 
the Indian from this section of the 
country, and here tonight the Sacs, 
Foxes, and Mesquakies would plan 
their campaign. They would be 
counting on their friends the 
Ojibways and the Winnebagoes. 

Why was the white man trying 
to destroy our people? Were they 
not kind to him? when he had no 
place to go? I can remember well 
the many times the settlers, who 
were driven west for the want of 
a better land in which to live, had 
ce come to our villages and my peo- 
ple always welcomed them with 
kind hearts. Our chieftains never 


ad turned them away without first 
t granting them land on which to 
u Taise their families. Their chil- 


dren played with ours and their 


fathers hunted and fought with 
X- our people. 
be Now things were different. Those 
of whom we thought were our friends 


and neighbors were now our ene- 
mies. They had built large villages 
a Surrounded by high walls, and had 
brought soldiers who were taught 
to bully and humiliate our people 


‘ f whenever they met. These soldiers 
Y were a rough, brutal type of men 

who many times were cited for 

their cruelty. They had been sent 
m west from eastern cities where 
< most of them had made bad rec- 
i ords. These were the men the 


x Great White Father was sending 
to destroy us for the kindness 
shown him and his children. 

iS These men were not the kind 
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SHADIAH - - - The ARROWHEAD 


and gentle. farmers we had first 
met but a gang of ruffians and kill- 
ers, the likes of which the world 
has never known. History tells us 
of their brave deeds but it leaves 
out the bloody orgies and the 
cowardly mass murders in which 
they participated. 


But listen! Black Hawk is stand- 
ing up to speak. 


“My people, many moons have 
passed and many moons have 
fallen since we as brothers, the 
Foxes and the Sacs first met in 
council. That was long before the 
Pale Faces and the Long Knives 
came to this land. In those days, 
our fathers tell us our only ene- 
mies were the Sioux and the Crow. 
We knew them to be our foes be- 
cause of their constant attacks on 
our villages and their outward 
hatred of us, which showed every 
time our warriors met theirs in 
battle. Theirs was a hate passed 
on from father to son. Their hate 
was known, not hidden behind 
false fronts. 


“Yet hear me! These white men, 
whom we thought were brothers, 
would now destroy us. His Red 
Children were the sole guardians 
of this land, to use it as they saw 
fit. The Great Spirit knew that it 
was in good hands and that his 
children would use it wisely. We 
even shared it with owr friends, 
the white man. But now he de- 
mands it all. . 


“My people, I have called you 
together to plan a campaign, one 
which for me is a great task. Our 
people would like very much 19 
live in peace, if by peace we still 
kept our honor. But the white man 
wants that also. Without it we 
would soon die as a people. Now, 
I ask you, are we as a nation going 
to stand by and see our children 
lose everything they hold dear, 
even life,’itself? No! I say let us 
fight the Long Knives, and drive 
them from our lands. I have 
spoken.” 

In respective order, the other 
chiefs spoke of the fears and hopes 
that lay within their hearts, but 
nearly all were in favor of fight- 
ing as a last resort. 

It seems that among our people 
there were traitors and men who 
would sell out their people for a 
few pieces of gold. Such a man 
was Keouk. It was he who, stand- 
ing up in council, spoke of the 
kindness of our white brothers, 
and then told of the terrible things 
that would befall us if we went on 
the war path. What he forgot to 
mention was that months before 
he and some of the lesser chiefs, 
during a drunken spree, signed a 
treaty with the whites of that 
state and for a few hundred dol- 
lars in gold, plus a few miscellane- 
ous items such a beads, cloth, and 
several barrels of whiskey, sold 
every foot of the land that is now 
the state of Iowa. 

But now let us get back to the 
council fire and my new master, 
the warrior, Hawk Tail. 

As Black Hawk talked of the 
war trail, Hawk Tail’s heart was 
very light. It had been some time 
since he and the other young men 
of his clan had danced the. war 
dance. Now once more they could 
face the common enemy together. 
There would be nights around the 
camp fires dancing and story tell- 
ing. These things were uppermost 
in the young warrior’s thoughts 
when he heard his name called and 
stepped before the chiefs to re- 


nominated: 


sponsored by the above club. 


dates and particulars. 











Pow Wow Plans Proceed 


_ Capilano Indian Community Club has had two meetings so far 
this year, gettin’ ready for an early start for a bigger and better 
Pow Wow Day in 1954. At a previous meeting the following were 


Honorary President, Mayor Charles Cates, of North Vancouver, 
B.C.; Five Vice-Presidents: Mayor Fred Hume, Vancouver, B.C.; 
George Thompson of West Vancouver, B.C.; Frank Calder, M.L.A. 
of Atlin, B.C.; Maisie A. C Hurley, Vancouver, BC., Publisher of 
The Native Voice; Harry Duker, Vancouver B.C. 


On Sunday May 23rd, an all Indian Day with sports and picnic 
and on Monday, May 24th, the B.C. Track and Field Day will be 


On March 23rd, Miss Harriett Gerry, former Indian Nurse, is 
putting on a picture show to raise funds for the club. 
All Indian athletes who are interested in competition on the 


23rd and 24th of May, please get in touch with Mr. Simon Baker, 
President of the Capilano Indian Community Club, 1901 Marine 
Drive, North Vancouver, B.C. Watch The Native Voice for further 


Secretary, Capilano Indian Community Club. 


DAN BAKER 











ceive his award. 

His chest was filled with pride 
and his eyes shone like dark pools 
of water as Pushetonequa handed 
us to him on a beautiful piece of 
light tanned buckskin. He was 
very grateful and his speech that 
followed made me proud to belong 
to him. ~ 

“My brothers and sisters, I speak 
in order that the Great Spirit who 
hears all prayers, and all thanks, 


will look upon me and have kind- 
ness in his heart. 

“For it was his wish that I re- 
ceive these honors or they would 
not have been mine. It is his wish 
that we use them right. So. that 
all may hear, I pledge myself and 
these arrows to the service of my 
people and the will of the Great 
Spirit. I have spoken.” 





To Be Continued) 
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Brantford Native Given New Post 


James S. Powless has been ap- 
pointed to succeed Elliott Moses as 
estates and titles’ clerk at the In- 
dian Office in Brantford, Ontario, 
it has been announced by R 
Stallwood, superintendent of the 
Six Nations and Mississaugas- of 
the Credit Reservations. 

Mr. Moses has retired after 30 
years’ service with the Indian de- 
partment. Mr. Powless, last fall 
re-elected chief councillor of the 
Six Nations Council, hopes to con- 
tinue in that office until his term 


Bella Bella 


(Continued from Page 5) 








ap two microphones, one on the 
stage and another outside the hall, 
to the public address system. 
This performed the trick of a 
radio-phone which is a common 
boat and land intercommunication 
here. We_ pretended to radio- 
phone to Santa Claus who in turn 
phoned back. This baffied the 
youngsters, but they were glad to 
see him. He brought each of the 
one hundred and forty children 
a gift. The money for the gifts 
was raised in the village. The 
Hall Committee donated $48 from 
a show. The Senior Class put on a 
Variety Dance and raised $42. The 
rest was donated by children to 
make a total of $103 worth of 
gifts which were chosen and gift- 
wrapped by Eatons. 

We had a feeling that there 
wouldn’t be very many people to 
see our program because most of 
the men from the village were out 
fishing. But, they did not fail us 
and made a good job of advertis- 
ing the concert. The brought a 
whole fleet of herring fishermen 
to see the Bella Bella Concert. 
There were men from other vil- 
lages from Prince Rupert to Van- 
couver Island. It was a record 
attendance. The proceeds of a 
hundred dollars will be used to 
pay some expenses and to buy a 
mimeographed machine for the 
school. We plan to publish a quar- 
terly school newspaper. 

Some boys and girls meet 
weekly in the evenings to cor- 
respond with children around the 
world; and to do shellcraft, wood- 
work and some photography. 

Boys and girls of Bella Bella In- 
dian Day School, Campbell Is- 
land, B.C., would be glad to cor- 
respond with any boys and girls 
from other schools. 


expires in Octeber, 1955. 

The new appointee is a member 
of the Mohawk tribe and was born 
on the Six Nations Reservation. A 
veteran of the Canadian Army, he 
served five years in Canada, the 
United Kingdom and on Contin- 
ental Europe. For the past six 
years he has operated a garage and 
wrecking yard on the reservation. 

Mr. Moses ends 30 years in the 
Indian Affairs Branch service, hav- 
ing been assistant agricultural 
fieldman for Ontario reservations 
from 1924 to 1942, after which he 
joined the local office staff as es- 
tates and land titles’ clerk. 

Born on the Six Nations Reser- 
vation, he is a member of the Del- 
aware tribe. He was educated on 
the reservation and at the Ontario 


Agricultural College, Guelph. 
During the First World War, he 
served in the Canadian Army. 

Long known for his interest in 
farming and especially as a plow- 
man, Mr. Moses has been a direc- 
tor of the Ontario Plowmen’s As- 
sociation for the past 25 years; he 
is also a past-president of the as- 
sociation. He is secretary-treasurer 
of the Six Nations Plowmen’s As- 
sociation and a director of the Six 
nations Fair Board and the Six 
Nations Agricultural Society: Mr. 
Moses, always showing an intense 
interest in Indian lore, is a past- 
president of the Brant Historical 
Society and is still on the society’s 
executive. A speaker of outstand- 
ing ability his services are much 
in demand in this respect. 


In 1949, he was manager of the 
all-Ontario plowing team which 
went to the United Kingdom. Un- 
til 1942, he judged many plowing 
matches throughout the province 
during his duties as assistant agri- 
cultural fieldman. 

He farms three miles north of 
Ohsweken. 

Mr. Powless was first elected to 
the Six Nations Council in 1940, 
After urging his people to volun- 
teer their services in the armed 
forces in Canada during the Sec- 
ond World War, he resigned and 
joined the army in 1941. In 1950, 
he again sought office and was 
elected chief councillor. Last Oc- 
tober he was re-elected to that 
post.—Brantford Expositor, March 
10, 1954. 





Old Religious Cree Beliefs 
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without one blanket or robe to 
cover him, lies down. 

As the night approaches, he is 
lonely and feels the coldness of 
the air. He is afraid but he knows 
he has to have courage, if he is to 
be a man. He hears the wild cry 
of the coyote; all the night sounds 
of the prowling beasts are let 
loose; the owls hoot; he lies there 
alone — a small boy — he cries, 
not only because he is lonely but 
in order to draw to himself the 
pity of some spirit that may be. 

He sleeps at length — he does 
not eat nor drink. Morning dawns 
and he lies down all day and his 
senses, because of taut nerves, are 
acuter and he is in a condition to 
sense whatever “spirit” influences 
may pass. It may come the first 
night, the second, or the third 
night if he stays that long. 

When it does come and he has 
his dream there is no doubt in his 
mind. An old man had appeared in 
his dream, had given him some 
supernatural procedure he has to 
follow when he makes the dance 
and when he desired the help of 
his “Grand-father” (i.e., the spirit). 

He goes down the hill and walks 
home to the camp. He had matured 
into manhood and from thence the 
companionship of boys is not plea- 
sure to him. The strain of the 
experiences of the nights he spent 
alone and his dream have given 
him a sense of power and a feeling 
of responsibility. 

No one asks him any questions 


JOHN BAYDOCK, but he may tell his father what 
Principal. had happened. In due time he 
SSIUUUUUDUAUUNADUADEEUDAGDUAAUNOOOOOOOGOEOUOOOUOOOOOUEGUOOOOEOOUEAUOOOUGODOGOOOOUEOOOOONGSOOOOOOOOOUGGONOOEEOOOOUEEOOOOONOOUOOGEOEOOOOOOOOO OOOO LE 


Suits, 
costume items. 


elties, and other items. 


P.O. Box 125 


CRAFT WORK 


Authentic Indian made War Bonnets, Men’s Buckskin 
Women’s Buckskin Dresses, 


Please Write for Price List No. 100 


Buckskin Jackets and Vests, beautifully fringed and 
beaded, Women’s Hand Bags, Wallets, Jewelry, Nov- 


Please Write for Price List No. 200 


Lone Bear's Indian Trading Post 


Matawan, New Jersey, U.S.A. 
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and many other 
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may make a dance at which “his 
song” will be sung. He will ask for 
blessings on the camp from his 
“grandfather” but also, interces- 
Sary prayers, will be made to the 
Supreme One, i.e., “Kissa Munito.” 


Like all other gifts given to man, 
he will be using his gifts for the 
good of his fellow (Crees or he may 
abuse the gifts. In any case, he 
becomes prominent, loved or fear- 
ed, as the case may be. 


Many are the stories told of bat- 
tles, hunting, love affairs, etc. into 
which are interwoven the powers 
given to Indians by spirits. 

This explains why there are so 


many Cree dances. The Sun dance, 
i.e., the dance dedicated not to the 
Sun but to the Thunderbird (Pey- 
asew) is the highest expression of 
the tribe’s devotion; while the 
Thunderbird is prayed to, interces- 
sion is made to Kissa Munito. 


This then, in sort, is the Cree 
Theology; not so much different 
from that of other tribes East of 
the Rocky Mountains. This was 
what the early missionaries looked 
on, as from the Evil One, but it 
was the result of the Cree Indians 
groping around for a God in ihe 
spiritual darkness of the past ages. 


EDWARD AHENAKEW 














Geotr: ATWATER 


MAIL-A-MATIC OUTBOARD 
now available in B.C. 





and the 
Yukon! 











Here is the biggest out- 


board motor news in 
years! These _ famous 
motors now have the ex- 
clusive built-in feature 
that-pumps boat dry — 
keeps it dry — automati- 
cally. Other features for 
1954 include: aquablade 
lower unit;  pillowed 
power; complete shaft; 


stowaway ~~ tank; twist 
grip spee control; car- 
uretor drain; remote 
control connections. These 
combined ‘with Scott At- 
water’s famous dependa- 
bility makes it the leader 
for '54. Be sure and ask 
te A dealer about the new 
cott-Atwater as soon as 
possible. 





Dealer Inquiries 
Invited 
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